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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE 

Fifth Report — “Annual Report 2017–18” — Tabling 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands) [10.58 am]: On behalf of the chair, the member for Mirrabooka, I present for 
tabling the fifth report of the Education and Health Standing Committee titled “Annual Report 2017–18”. 

[See paper 1819.] 

Mr W.R. MARMION: I want to raise a couple of points and give a brief summary of what we did during the year. 
We conducted one inquiry, tabled three reports in Parliament, held 19 deliberative meetings and took evidence 
from 34 people. One highlight was an offsite visit to Hale School. I thank the headmaster, Mr Dean Dell’Oro, and 
the deputy headmaster, Mr David Bean, for their hospitality. The school highlighted to us their special program 
for secondary students who need extra educational training, particularly the children who might be dyslexic. We 
were very impressed with the programs they were implementing. 

I know everyone has different highlights, but for me the highlight was exploring what the Australian Building 
Codes Board is doing about lead in brass plumbing fittings. We had a bit of a briefing on the research being 
conducted by the Australian Building Codes Board. We look forward to hearing from it when it finishes that report. 
Probably one of the highlights of the year was the production of the fluoride report, which been tabled so I will 
not go through it. But I encourage members to read the chair’s foreword, which I like to think is very well 
constructed. I had nothing to do with it, but I could not fault it. It is very well constructed — 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Who is the chair? 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The chair is the Acting Speaker (Ms J.M. Freeman), as you know, member. 

In the foreword the chair highlights a dilemma for the government. I will use the experience of a personal friend 
of mine as a case study to highlight the dilemma that the government faces with e-cigarettes and vaping. I have 
a friend—I will not name the person—who has been a smoker for 40 years. He actually smokes rolling cigarettes 
because it is too expensive to buy 40 packets a day — 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Forty smokes a day, not 40 packets. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Yes. He has smoked a packet a day for 40 years. 

The last time I saw him, I was surprised when he took me into his room to show me a device—if I had not been 
on the committee I would not have known what it was—a vaping device, that he now uses; he does not smoke 
anymore. With the information I gained from being on the committee, which I otherwise would not have known, 
I asked him what he was putting in the implement. He said, “I’m buying the nicotine online”, which is illegal. He 
is a respected member of the community—well known in Western Australia; I will not identify him because he 
would be very upset about that. But he is an absolute convert to it. This is the dilemma in terms of what does the 
Minister for Health do in this regard. I encourage members to read the chair’s foreword, because she highlights 
what has been done in other countries and how they have addressed this issue. One would suggest that England 
and the United States may have put a fair bit of work into identifying how they might move forward, and maybe 
we should look seriously at what they have done and consider doing the same thing. I encourage members to read 
the foreword. 

I congratulate everyone on the committee for the hard work they put in through the year in our one visit to 
Hale School! I look forward to a few more visits in the next 12 months, if the parliamentary budget can afford it. 
I particularly thank the staff—the principal research officer, Dr Sarah Palmer; and research officer, 
Ms Jovita Hogan—for all the work they do and support they give our committee. 
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